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The Northwest Florida Ballet Takes the Stage for Cinderella

March 1, 2011 – Fort Walton Beach, Fla. – the Northwest Florida Ballet (NFB) returns to the Mattie Kelly Fine and Performing Arts Center at Northwest Florida State College’s Niceville campus with their production of “Cinderella” on April 2nd and 3rd.

The Northwest Florida Ballet is delighted to bring the world’s most beloved fairy tale to life with its rendition of “Cinderella”, a classical ballet in three acts.
Featuring the acclaimed choreography of NFB Artistic Director Todd Eric Allen and the charming music of Serge Prokofiev, this beautiful and timeless classic brings to life a cavalcade of enchanting characters, brilliant dancing, vibrant costumes and a magical set sure to hold you under its spell.

“Cinderella” is arguably the most familiar and beloved fairy tale the world has ever known. Dating back to at least the ninth century A.D. when Chinese Folk tales praised the virtue and loveliness of women with tiny feet, Cinderella’s tale has taken on many forms in many different cultures. The “Cinderella” most Americans find familiar, not counting Walt Disney’s animated classic film, is based on the fairy tale by Charles Perrault, a 17th century French writer and political figure who, under the reign of Louis XIV, served as an administrator of the King’s buildings. Perrault would prove instrumental in facilitating the construction of the Louvre and Versailles, in addition to giving us tales like “The Sleeping Beauty,” “Puss-in-Boots,” and “Little Red Riding Hood.”
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The first staging of the ballet “Cinderella” was conceived by Sir Fredrick Aston in 1948 for London’s Sadler’s Wells Ballet and was hailed as an instant classic. The weary post-war audiences were eager to be enchanted and were thoroughly charmed by the rags-to-riches story about a young girl’s magical journey from struggle and heartbreak to the ultimate happy ending. Still as popular as ever, the story not only resonates through time, but also to those of all ages. Allen explains “Cinderella doesn’t just speak to children. There is a part of her story that touches us all.”

Katia Garza, principal dancer with Orlando Ballet, beautifully portrays the role of Cinderella and international guest artist Israel Rodriguez performs the role of Cinderella’s handsome prince.  To get to her prince, Cinderella has to get past her cruel Stepsisters, hilariously performed by NFB Artistic Director Todd Eric Allen and NFB soloist Jerod Zerbe.  Kelly Murdock will play the part of the conniving Wicked Stepmother and Jeff Prescott will portray Cinderella’s overwhelmed Father.

Also featured in this year’s production will be NFB soloist Lauren Hamilton as the Fairy Godmother and international guest artist David Goud as the comical Jester.  The roles of the Fairies of the Seasons will be played by NFB company dancers Haruka Okubo, Katarina Bennicoff Yundt, Darby Hooton and Key Key Williams.

Performances will be Saturday, April 2 at 7:30 p.m. (sponsored by Whitney Bank) and Sunday, April 3 at 2:30 p.m. (sponsored by Waste Management).  Ticket prices for Cinderella are $25 for adults and $12.50 for children 12 and under.  Tickets can be purchased online at www.nfballet.org or by calling the Northwest Florida Ballet office at (850) 664-7787.

The Northwest Florida Ballet celebrates its 41st year as a regionally recognized semi-professional ballet company and school.  In addition, NFB has developed the nationally acclaimed Académie – an integrated academic and dance education program serving 140 students from the third to eighth grade.  The NFB is led by Artistic Director and CEO Todd Eric Allen, an area native.  The NFB is funded in part by the Florida Arts Council.
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Pictured - Katia Garza as Cinderella.
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